
 The year started with lots of 
excitement as we awaited the 
arrival of the Great American 
Eclipse.  School just got start-
ed and we were involved in the 
exciting homecoming events 
and parade.  Our student’s en-
thusiasm did not seem to lose 
its momentum before they were 
preparing for the parent teach-
er conferences and the Thanks-
giving and Christmas holidays.  
It seems we have just returned 

from winter break and are now planning for Easter 
break then final exams!  Before we know it, we will be 
looking at graduations, summer school, vacations, and 
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Where has the 2017-18 school year gone?
SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE

Clint D. Johnston

Staff Receives 2018 MMEA Awards  

Pictured left to right: Catie Sikes, Ron Sikes, Clint Johnston and Joy Johnston. 
 Annually the Missouri Music Educators Association (MMEA) gathers for its annual meeting of 
music educators from across the state. During this conference, those people who stand out in the arts 
are recognized for their contributions to the programs. This year Jefferson R-VII received 2 of the 
highly coveted awards: Outstanding Educator of the Year and Performing Arts Superintendent of the 
Year. 
 If you have been privileged enough to hear the middle school and/or high school concert or jazz 
bands, you will understand why our band director, Mr. Ron Sikes, was named the 2018 East-Central 
District #7 Outstanding Educator of the Year. Through his tireless and dedicated efforts, he is able to 
inspire and motivate our student musicians to create a band program respected throughout the state.  
Mr. Sikes’ passion for music encourages our students to work hard and be successful in their music 
as well as their education. He was also recognized for his assistance as the East Central District Web-
master and Jazz Vice-President over the last 2 years at MMEA. We are so proud of you Mr. Sikes! 
 Our superintendent, Mr. Clint Johnston, has been designated the 2018 MMEA Administrator of 
the Year. Music educators nominate candidates from across the state of Missouri for their commit-
ment to supporting education in the fine arts departments. Mr. Johnston was acknowledged for his 
passion to educate and teach the whole child through his unwavering support of the fine arts depart-
ments across the district. He is often heard praising our students for their musical accomplishments 
and contributions to both the district and community, .  
 The MMEA is an organization consisting of over 3,000 music educators from across the state of 
Missouri with the sole purpose of promoting and advancing music education in the state of Missouri.

 Five Jefferson R-VII stu-
dents were recently selected as 
recipients of the 2018 Missou-
ri Scholastic Writing Awards, a 
statewide writing contest for stu-
dents in grades 7-12.  The winners 
were selected from over 1,000 
submissions received throughout 
Missouri and the Kansas City, 
Kansas area.  Two eighth graders 
received awards for horror stories 
they wrote based on The Myster-
ies of Harris Burdick; these were 
completed as an assignment in 
Ms. Morgan Grither’s language 
arts class. Grace Daugherty was 
awarded a Silver Key, and Emily 
Sullivan was awarded an Honor-
able Mention.  

 Three sophomores, under the instruction of Ms. Nicole Boyer, 
were also recognized for their writing:  Mady Naeger was awarded 
a Gold Key for her personal narrative, “Rubber Gloves;” Scout Ben-
nett was awarded a Silver Key for her personal narrative, “My Let-
ter to You,” as well as an Honorable Mention for her poem, “I Come 
From Coordinates;” and Peyton Kidkul was awarded an Honorable 
Mention for his short story, “We’re Going Home.”
 These students were formally recognized at a ceremony at this 
year’s state Language Arts Write to Learn Conference at Tan-Tar-A 
on February 16, 2018. 
Their writing will be 
published in Missou-
ri Youth Write, an 
online publication 
available in June 2018.  
Furthermore, Mady’s 
Gold Key piece is cur-
rently being judged at 
the national level of 
the Scholastic Writing 
Awards.  
 We could not be 
more proud of these 
students’ hard work!

Students Receive
 Writing Awards  

Grace Daugherty and Emily Sullivan

Peyton Kidkul, Mady Naeger, and Scout Bennett

sports and youth camps!  Parents, please cherish these 
moments because our children are growing up faster 
than we can keep up!
 The newly approved 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 
school calendars are located on our school’s website, 
www.jr7.k12.mo.us.
 Jefferson R-VII will be participating in the Mis-
souri Assessment Program (MAP) and end of course 
assesments in grades 3rd-11th.  Please encourage your 
child(ren) to prepare daily by receiving plenty of rest, 
eating a healthy breakfast, and to give their very best 
every day.    
 I hope you have been able to attend an event in-
side the new performing arts (PAC) building.  All of the 
students and staff, district wide, have been enjoying the 
new facility through concerts and school plays.  

 This year it is our plan to utilize the PAC to enjoy 
the preschool, kindergarten and 8th grade promotions.  
Watch for more details on this from your student’s 
teachers and administrators. 
 As always, I am extremely proud of our students 
and their many achievements and I want to continue 
to provide them greater op-
portunities and challenges 
for them to be successful.  I 
seek to inspire every child to 
become role model students 
and involved citizens.  Ev-
ery child counts at Jefferson 
R-VII and I truly believe they 
have a Proud Past and Bright 
Future.



       The school 
year is quickly 
passing by, be-
fore we know 
it we will be 
saying, “Hello 
summer break!” 
As we move 
throughout the 
last few months 
of school, I en-
courage you 
to continue 
to work with 
your children 

at home as we have much to accomplish. 
The past few months have been filled with 
learning as we have had minimal inclem-
ent weather days. I am excited about the 
growth and success of each student so far 
this school year. 
 As we close out third quarter teach-
ers will be reaching out to you about 
conferences. Unfortunately, due to time 
restraints, we will only be meeting with 
a small group of parents. If you desire to 
have a meeting with your child’s teacher 
please contact them about setting up an 
appointment on March 28, 2018 between 
the hours of 1:30-7:00 p.m.
 Mark your calendars Plattin Primary’s 
3rd Annual Family Bingo Night is March 
23! This year we will host the event on a 
Friday at Telegraph Intermediate. An open 
concession will offer light snacks and re-
freshments. Feel free to sign up today or 
pay at the door the night of the event. Can’t 
wait to see everyone there for a family fun 
event! 
 With the warm weather on the way, 
please be sure to check folders over the 
next few weeks as we wrap up the school 
year. This time of year we have fun events 
planned! A few items to keep a look out for 
are: kindergarten and second grade field 
trips, field day, kindergarten graduation, 
fly up day, and summer school packets. 
 I cannot thank you enough for the 
support this school year. Our students are 
blessed to not only have great teachers at 
school but at home too!

Cindy Holdinghausen, Ed.S.
Principal

    In May of 
this year, your 
child will be 
participating 
in the Mis-
souri Assess-
ment Program 
(MAP) for 
their assigned 
grade levels. 
All students 
in the middle 
school will be 
testing during 

Jefferson High School

  It’s hard to 
believe we 
have reached 
the end of the 
third quarter 
already.  In the 
blink of an eye 
the weather will 
be warmer, the 
children will be 
playing outside 
and Cardinal 
baseball will be 
in full swing.  
Until then,  we 

will continue to challenge our students 
and staff to grow everyday.  This past quar-
ter has been filled with several unique 
learning opportunities such as Lego ro-
botics, field trips, a live wax museum, 
coding programs, Read Across America 
Week and many more opportunities for 
our students to grow outside of the rigor 
of the daily classroom curriculum.  Inside 
the classroom, students have shown con-
tinued growth with the support of the staff 
and parent participation.  
 As we move into the 4th quarter, we 
look forward to continue to partner with 
you in your child’s education.   Please be 
on the look-out for communication re-
garding Parent Teacher Conferences on 
March 28th.  These conferences are not re-
quired by all parents  but will be able to be 
scheduled on a case-by-case basis.
 The start of the fourth quarter also 
means that MAP testing is on the hori-
zon.  While this can be a stressful time 
for students, staff and parents alike, I am 
confident that the learning opportuni-
ties provided to our students throughout 

    Jefferson High 
School is proud 
to recognize 
two our our 
seniors, Claire 
Ackerman and 
Jesse Kleine, 
for earning All-
State Honors 
in Band. The 
awards are truly 
an All-State rec-
ognition as all 
students com-
pete for honors, 

regardless of school size. They have repre-
sented our community with class and we 
wish them the very best in their future en-
deavours.
 Our students and community have 
come together to help worthy causes. The 
JHS Student Council raised over $5,500 
for Special Olympics, exceeding their 
goal of $4,000. The Cancer Awareness 
Event raised over $8,000 for two families 
in need. Finally, on quick notice, the Jef-
ferson School District raised $1,300 for a 
local student with a significant medical 
event. There are many activities that stu-
dents prepare and carry-out to raise these 
funds and our community is fortunate to 
have these young adults working for oth-
ers.
 Our building staff continues to an-
alyze data and create opportunities for 
students. We have added Cambridge ACT 
Prep opportunities to our juniors this year. 
Students are building on an ACT Prep 
foundation provided by our staff. Students 
will take the ACT or ACT Workkeys on 
April 24th. Students and staff work to-
gether to identify career goals and choose 
which ACT path is best.
 Finally, included in this edition, is a 
breakdown of attendance and its impact 
on performance. It is a common assump-
tion that school attendance is key to per-
formance. The data reviewed the past two 
years shows a consistent break at 93% at 
Jefferson High School and Grade Point 
Average (GPA). We have 14.5% of our stu-
dent population below 93%. We have used 
that concept and applied the percentage of 
students below 93% attendance to courses. 
For instance, Algebra I has nearly 25% of 
students below 93% attendance as com-
pared to Algebra II, which has 11%. Ad-
justments to interventions have been de-
cided based on the notion of lost class time 
and most students who have poor atten-
dance do not stay for after school tutoring. 
The practice has helped our staff develop 
strategies based on actual need.
 We are looking forward to all of the 
great things we see from our students. 

David Haug
Principal

Ross Koenig
Assistant Principal

Danby-Rush Tower Middle

Telegraph & Plattin
   It’s always 
great to get sol-
id, consistent 
i n s t r u c t i o n 
time during 
the winter 
months! While 
I would love to 
see one signif-
icant snowfall, 
I welcome the 
c o n s i s t e n c y 
we’ve been able 
to have in the 
classroom with-

out all the extra snow days this winter.  
Third quarter is typically the most chal-
lenging quarter academically and the stu-
dents continue to show great growth and 
learning.
 At the elementary level this quarter we 
have kicked off a new initiative. It’s called 
B3 and stands for Be a Better Bystander. 
We are working with the staff and students 

Tina Basler
Principal

Telegraph Intermediate

Plattin Primary

Dalania Watson
Assistant Principal

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES

the last week of April and first week of May. 
The assessments the students will be tak-
ing are designed to evaluate their progress 
toward the Missouri Learning Standards. 
Assessments are given in the subject areas 
of communication arts (grades 3-8), math-
ematics (grades 3-8) and science (grades 5 
and 8). 
 The Grade-Level Assessments include 
multiple types of questions or items:  
	 •	 selected	 response	 (also	 known	 as	
multiple choice) items are composed of a 
question followed by a series of possible 
responses. Students must select the correct 
response or responses. 
	 •	 constructed	 response	 or	 short	 text	
items require students to supply an appro-
priate response rather than making a se-
lection from a list of choices. 
	 •	performance	tasks/events	allow	stu-
dents to work through more complicated 
items using real-world scenarios.  
	 •	 technology	 enhanced	 items	 make	
use of technology in the presentation of 
the item, the ways in which students re-
spond, or both. For example, students 
might listen to a story and then drag and 
drop labels into a diagram, or click on spe-
cific parts of a text to provide a response. 
 Your child’s Individual Student Report 
(ISR), which describes their Achievement 
Level, will be shared with parents as soon 
as the reports are made available to the 
district. 
 We have had an eventful third quar-
ter with many things to be excited about. 
One of our teachers, Mr. Sikes, was cho-
sen as the East Central Music Educator 
of the year and Miss Grither had two of 
her students, Grace Daugherty and Emily 
Sullivan, receive awards in the Scholastic 
Art and Writing Competition. Also, Paige 
Theodoro and Morgan Figliolo were rec-
ognized as Character Athletes by the Perry 
County School District and Abriella Smith 
and Danny Lamkin were recognized as 
“heroes” for helping out a student in need 
during a medical crisis. We also have a 
teacher whom we reconsider a “hero,” Mrs. 
Boulicault, 6th grade teacher, intervened 
in not one but two choking incidents by 
administering the Heimlich maneuver. 
 We have an amazing group of stu-
dents and staff and are very proud of their 
achievements as well as the way they come 
together to help out individuals in need; 
whether in the building or in the commu-
nity.

on what it means to Be a Better Bystander. 
This could be acts as simple as holding the 
door open for someone, helping someone 
that dropped their supplies or inviting a 
peer to play with you. Sometimes it can 
be more serious like telling your friends 
it’s not nice to talk about others in a mean 
way, reporting a concern to an adult or 
stepping in to try and stop a bullying sit-
uation. Through conversations with our 
students and staff, we are educating them 
on the power of a bystander and how B3 
can help provide positive support for all. 
We are just at the beginning stages of this 
new initiative: Your students have heard 
the motto, we are doing our part to point 
out B3 behavior, as a staff we’ve imple-
mented new bullying procedures to stay 
on top of situations, and you’ll see signs 
and staff T-shirts promoting it, but in the 
months and years to come, it will continue 
to grow and we hope empower all of our 
community to Be a Better Bystander. 
 As we look ahead to our last few 
months in school, we anticipate our spring 
MAP testing for grades 3-5. We are antici-
pating the majority of the testing in grades 
3-5 to occur April 23-27, 2018. Fourth and 
fifth grade classes will have a few days of 
additional testing the week of April 30-
May 4, 2018.   
 I have a feeling the end of the school 
year will be here in a flash. As we work 
through these final months, I invite all of 
you to continue to partner with us for the 
growth of our students. We appreciate the 
support of our families and our commu-
nity in developing the whole child and we 
hope to continue to celebrate the successes 
of our youth with you all. 

the school year has and will continue to 
prepare them for any challenge they face.  
Testing is scheduled for the week of April 
23-27 with 5th grade testing the week of 
April 30th-May 4th as well.  
 Finally, the students and staff at Tele-
graph will take part in a Kids Against 
Hunger service learning project.  This 
service learning project will provide our 
students the opportunity to bag and send 
10,000 bags of food to Haiti.  Earlier in the 
year we were introduced to a local fami-
ly who now lives in Haiti and helps their 
community to build local infrastructure.  
This is a great learning opportunity for our 
students and staff and we look forward to 
being able to help those who can benefit 
from our efforts. 
 As always, we are proud to be in a 
community that supports our schools and 
community members.  It takes everyone to 
build a culture of caring and success and 
we look forward to continuing to work 
with all stakeholders to provide meaning-
ful learning opportunities for our students.  
We look forward to what things may come 
as we finish the school year strong.
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“Clip and Save”  
School Calendar  

2nd Semester
March 16, 2018        NO SCHOOL – Staff Professional Development
March 21, 2018        School Board Meeting (6:30 p.m.)
March 24, 2018        Bluejay Foundation Community Day
March 26, 2018        Volunteer/Substitute Breakfast
March 28, 2018        Early Out – Parent-Teacher Conferences
          (1:30-7:00 p.m.)
March 29-April 2, 2018       NO SCHOOL – Spring Break
April 3, 2018        Election Day
April 18, 2018        School Board Meeting (6:00 p.m.)
May 8, 2018 (tentative)       8th Grade Promotion (6:30 p.m.)
May 9, 2018 (tentative)       Kindergarten Graduation (6:30 p.m.)       
May 10, 2018 (tentative)       Pre-School Graduation (9:00 a.m.)
May 10, 2018        Sr. Baccalaureate (6:30 p.m.)
May 10, 2018        Sr. Awards (7:30 p.m.)
May 11, 2018        JHS Graduation (7:30 p.m.) 
May 15, 2018        Last Day of School Early Out    
May 16, 2018        NO SCHOOL - Staff Professional Development
May 21-June 12, 2018       Summer School (8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.) 
August 15, 2018         First Day of 2018-19 School Year 

Jefferson R-VII Volunteers & Substitutes
~ Breakfast ~

Monday, March 26, 2018
8:00 – 9:30 a.m.

JHS Café
The Character Summit students would like to invite you to attend a 
celebration breakfast on Monday, March 26, 2018 at 8:00–9:30 a.m.

at the Jefferson High School Café.

Your dedication and contribution to the students and staff of
Jefferson R-VII are appreciated and the Character Summit members would 

like to show you their appreciation with a breakfast in your honor.
If you are able to join us please RSVP to central office at (636)937-7940.

Our students look forward to showing you their gratitude for
all you do as a Jefferson R-VII volunteer and substitute!  

Jefferson R-VII 2018-2019 Registration 
At Jefferson R-VII School District we are excited to meet our upcoming 
new students!  We will be holding our PRESCHOOL and KINDERGARTEN 
REGISTRATION events in March.  Preschool registration will occur on 
March 16 at Telegraph Intermediate and Kindergarten registration will be 
held on March 22 and March 23 at Plattin Primary. Teachers and staff will 
be available at both events and to welcome your students. Call now for 
more information!   

PRESCHOOL (age 3 before August 1, 2018) - 636-937-6530 
 

KINDERGARTEN (age 5 before August 1, 2018) - 636-937-7170 

PRESCHOOL- March 16th               
7am-3pm; Telegraph Intermediate 
 
KINDERGARTEN - March 22-23; 
Plattin Primary; Call for appointment 

 
 

 
*Proceeds will go toward a scholarship for a Jefferson R-VII Student as offered 

by the R7 Bluejay Foundation.  2018 Goal is 2 scholarships of $500 each. 

 

BREAKFAST – EASTER EGG HUNT      
 

Saturday, March 24, 2018 
Jefferson R-VII High School Cafeteria 

Breakfast     7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.   

Egg Hunt Registration  8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.  

Egg Hunt Begins   9:00 a.m.  

For Children ages: Birth – 4 yrs, K-2nd, 3rd – 5th Grade) 

 

Breakfast   
Scrambled Eggs 

Bacon 
Biscuits & Gravy 

Milk, Orange Juice or Coffee 
 

Dine-in or Carry-Out 
All ages ……$5.00* each 
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#r7reads/Blue Jay Foundation
COMMUNITY BOOK SALE

WHEN: SATURDAY, MARCH 24th
WHERE: JEFFERSON HIGH SCHOOL 

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
7 Blue Jay Way, Festus, MO

TIME: 7 AM-1 PM
PHONE: 636-933-6900

DONATE
We are looking for used book donations to the Community Book Sale, 

specifically books appropriate for students ages K-12. Donations to JHS can be 
dropped off the week of March 19th-23rd before school, 7:05 to 7:20AM or after 

school 2:45 to 3:30 PM in the Performing Arts Center. Books will go on sale 
during the Community Book Sale and profits will go to the Blue Jay Foundation 
and earmarked for reading programs/needs district-wide. Books donated may 

be reviewed and sent to families in need of books before March 24th.

RESERVE
Reserve a table and bring your own books to sell. Tables are $5 for 1 table and 

floor around table. Please email Laura Licare at licarel@jr7.k12.mo.us to reserve 
a table. Doors will open at 6:15 AM on Saturday, March 24th for set-up.

SCHOLASTIC AND BARNES & NOBLE 
Book Fair for new summer reads for ALL ages available in the 

Gallery of the Performing Arts Center. Save a trip to the 
bookstore, and proceeds go back to #r7reads.

(Patrons purchasing a book from Gallery are eligible for book basket drawings.)

All proceeds, will be designated for reading programs in the Jefferson R7 School 
District through the Blue Jay Foundation. No credit/debit cards for ‘Reserve’ & 

‘Donate’ and  Barnes & Noble. Scholastic will accept credit/debit cards.

ALSO SCHEDULED FOR SATURDAY MARCH 24TH IS THE ANNUAL BLUE JAY 
FOUNDATION BREAKFAST IN THE HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA AND 

PTO EASTER EGG HUNT.
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JHS Basketball Season Recap

 What a great season for the high school boys basketball program!  The 9th/JV 
teams finished the 2017-18 season with a combined record of 11-13, with many of 
the sophomores playing up on varsity.  The varsity finished with a record of 17-8 (the 
most wins in the program’s history).  The varsity boys also claimed the program’s first 
ever conference championship, finishing with an undefeated 5-0 record in confer-
ence play.  
 Coach Dreyer stated: "I am so proud of these boys and everything that we ac-
complished.  They earned everything they accomplished this year; it was a complete 
team effort, with someone different stepping up and playing a huge role each night.   
 We will definitely miss Dakota and Zack as they move onto graduation, but we 
return a great group of core players for next year and beyond.  The sky's the limit for 
this program moving into next year."

 The Lady Blue Jays had quite an exciting season!  While there were big confer-
ence victories over St. Pius and St. Vincent, it was a win over Valley Caledonia in the 
Kingston Christmas Tournament that perhaps meant the most.  The girls worked 
hard to have a bounce-back season, and with the win over Valley Caledonia, we were 
able to play in our first tournament championship game in several years!  Progress 
is always the goal, and that was an example of effort, energy, and work all coming 
together and propelling us forward.  The senior leadership this season was absolutely 
stellar, which makes everything easier on the underclassmen as well as the coaching 
staff.  The three seniors all contribute to the team dynamic in their own ways and 
were all 100% necessary for us to be successful!
 This season had some tough games early and mid-way that better prepared the 
girls for the end of their schedule.  We won six of our last seven regular season games, 
including closing the regular season on a 4-game winning streak.  Ending the sea-
son in this way is a testament to the girls’ ability as a team to push through the 
mid-season grind and become better together because of it.  All the girls displayed 
a willingness to fill the role that was asked of them throughout the season, as well as 
the eagerness to step-up to the challenges placed in front of them.  Whether it was 
shutting down a key offensive player for our opponents, making a difficult pass, or 
simply hitting important shots, every girl had the preparedness to get the job done.  
There have been new team and individual Lady BlueJay records set throughout this 
season in areas such as rebounding and 3-point shooting, which is always exciting to 
witness.  However, while there have been some milestones along the way this season, 
it’s definitely their ability to be uplifting toward one another in adversity that is most 
recognizable.  The collective attitude and effort of the team never faltered and that’s 
the key factor that allowed us to finish the regular season with a winning record, at 
13-11.
 The JV team had a definite season of progress, which is tremendous as well as 
expected, when only two of the players had any high school basketball experience 
prior to this season.  In a season riddled with ups-and-downs, their definitive mo-
ment came with the most people watching.  Our JV started the big night of basketball 
at Herculaneum with a bang!  A strong perfor-
mance by everyone on the team against arguably 
our biggest rival.  The two sophomores with pre-
vious high school experience put that experience 
on display in the 4th quarter.  They made several 
key plays and elevated every player around them 
as the team’s energy aligned with the crowd’s sup-
port and secured a one-point victory.  If this was 
a glimpse of the promise to come, the future is 
going to be in good hands!
 We appreciate the support of the entire Blue-
Jay Nation throughout the season and look for-
ward to a bright future for Lady Blue Jay Basket-
ball!

 The 2017/2018 season for the 8th grade boys was a demonstration of how hard 
work and maturity can help you through any situation. These young men had to 
learn to make the sacrifice they need to be the best that they can be in life and bas-
ketball. They discovered how hard they need to work not only during the season, but 
more so out of the season, in order to develop and maintain their skill level and com-
petiveness. They learned the need to work even harder over summer in developing 
their skills and abilities, so they can become the best high school basketball players 
they can be. As these young men proceed forward in their basketball careers, I feel 
they have an understanding of the work ethic needed for them reach their goals. I 
feel they have realized that improving their all-around game will be key in their fu-
ture success. At each level they reach, the competition and skill levels grow and they 
need to match that growth. I hope these young men can use and learn the life lessons, 
as well as basketball lessons that we discussed this season to enhance their future 
growth. 
 These young men have an opportunity to become a huge part of the high school 
Program and its success. The valuable lessons learned this year will be their strength 
going forward.
 “Congratulations gentlemen, I look forward to watching you next season in high 
school,” stated Coach Weber.

JHS Varsity and Jr. Varsity

Varsity Team

7th and 8th Grade Boys

Lady Blue Jays

continued on page 5
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Pink Week

 During the last week in January, the Jefferson R-VII community has come to-
gether and celebrated our 4th annual "Hoops for Hope" nights with our High School 
basketball programs.  It was a great couple of nights for our community coming out 
and supporting the local families that were honored and also supporting the basket-
ball teams, all for a great cause.
 The two nights involved four high school basketball games, raffles, and a silent 
auction all to help raise awareness and help local families.  This year, we also added 
the Lyly Koenig Memorial Scholarship.  This will be an annual scholarship that will 
be awarded to two JHS seniors each year for a total of $500 each.
 We would like to thank the Bates and Peterein families for sharing their stories 
with everyone.  We wish you nothing but the best moving forward and please know 
that the entire Bluejay Nation is behind you 100%.
 We would like to send a HUGE THANK YOU to Bill and Andrea Hammock 
and also Lisa Wigger who are the organizers of this event; they have worked tirelessly 
over the past few months to make this night a success.  With their hard work and the 
help from the community and the sponsors listed below, each child received many 
gifts and each family also received $4,000 to help with ongoing medical costs!!

A Big Thank You to the
Pink Week Sponsors:

Ameren Rush Island, Bloomsdale Bank, Comtrea Staff, Davis Trailer Sales 
Inc., Drury Outdoors, Ebersoldt + Associates, Farmers Insurance - Shawn 
Pemberton, Gary & Catherine Ebersoldt, Goodwin Brothers Contruction 
Co., Hillsboro Dental - Jason Fish D.D.S., Illini State Trucking, In Memory 
of Bob McCarty (2017 Recipient), Jefferson R7 Little League, Jefferson R-VII 
Staff and Community, Judy and RC Smith, Kidz Biz Pediatrics, Larry and 
Debbie Blaha, Limos by Claire, Main & Mill, Pasta House - Festus, MO, PDR 
Live, Prime Properties - Nicole Lane, R & R Propane, Rodan + Field - Sarah 
Dix, Sapaugh GM Country, Scentsy - Megan Guffey, Shelter Insurance - Jeff 
Broadwater, Small Truck Trash Service (STTS), SMF Contracting, State Farm 
Agency - Chris Morrison, Suzy’s Creations - Sue Curfman, The Flower Patch, 
The Hair Barn - Heather Whipple, The McGraw Family, The Surratt Family, 
Thomas Industrial Coatings, Tranquility Salon and Spa, Twin City Toyota, 
USA Mortgage - Justin Neel, Vinty Beauty Bar, White-Klump Photography 
and Will Compton.

 The 8th grade girls basketball team started the season with a second place finish 
in the Crystal City Tournament. The team ended the season with a 4-7 record, an 
improvement from their seventh grade season. Three players recorded over thirty 
points this season: Peyton Cattoor, Paige Theodoro, and Reagan Kennedy who led 
the team with 53. The season ended a little too soon in a five point loss to an im-
proved Grandview team. 
 The eighth grade team is best described as an athletic and fun loving group who 
have the potential to become great basketball players. The high school basketball 
program will benefit from these young ladies sticking with it down the road. The 
coaching staff would like to thank the girls for their hard work and dedication this 
season. We look forward to watching you grow throughout your high school careers 
and wish you the best.

 The 2017-2018 7th grade girls basketball team finished their season 2-9. The 
team’s final record is not an accurate reflection of the successes that the team had this 
season. This team made great strides in their overall skill set, defensive intensity and 
attention to detail. “I am impressed with the improvement this group made from the 
first game to the last. They started this season as a group of individuals and ended 
this season as a tight-knit team. We lost several close games to some really good 
teams and were competitive in every game. This is a group of great student athletes 
whom I highly enjoyed coaching. I look forward to watching them continue to grow 
at the next level. A big thank you goes out to all the parents for their amazing support 
during the season. It was greatly appreciated,” stated Coach Holdinghausen. 

8th Grade Girls Basketball

7th Grade Girls Basketball

June 22,  2018 
4 Player Scramble 

(age 21 and older) 
$300 Per Team 

2 Flights:  
Morning- 8am  OR 
Afternoon- 1:30pm 
Union Hills Golf Course 
At Teamsters Camp in Pevely 

Breakfast, Lunch (12-1pm) & 

Beverages Included 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

All Money raised will help support JHS Athletics 
To Register- Fill out the form below & send your Registration Form and Check to: 

 
Jefferson High School 

c/o Spikes, Strikes, & Hoops Golf Tournament 
7 Blue Jay Way 

Festus, MO 63028 
 

TURN IN BY JUNE 1ST to guarantee a spot in the tournament 
 
 
Player 1- Name:____________________________________________  Phone: (_____)_____________ 

 Address: _________________________________________  E-Mail:_________________________ 

Player 2- Name:____________________________________________ Phone: (_____)_____________ 

 Address: _________________________________________ E-Mail:_________________________ 

Player 3- Name:____________________________________________ Phone: (_____)_____________ 

 Address: _________________________________________ E-Mail:_________________________ 

Player 4- Name:____________________________________________  Phone: (_____)_____________ 

 Address: _________________________________________ E-Mail:_________________________ 

 

CIRCLE WHICH FLIGHT YOU WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE IN:        MORNING-8AM           AFTERNOON-1:30PM 

Spikes, Strikes, & 
Hoops 

Golf Tournament 

   

Golf Tournament Sponsorship Levels 
 
HOLE Sponsor - Cost  $125 

 Includes:  Sponsorship marker placed on a hole on the 
course 

LUNCH/Registration Sponsor - Cost  $600 
 Includes:  Registration for ONE TEAM 
 Your NAME displayed on a Recognition Sign located at 

the Luncheon Buffet or Registration Table. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
All Money raised will help support JHS Athletics 

To Sponsor- Complete the Sponsorship Form and mail the completed form and money to: 

 
Jefferson High School 

c/o Spikes, Strikes, & Hoops Golf Tournament 
7 Blue Jay Way 

Festus, MO 63028 
 
 

Name of Sponsor:         
Type of Sponsorship:        

  
 

Spikes, Strikes & Hoops Tournament Details 
Friday, June 22, 2018 

4 Player Scramble – Cost $300 per team 
Morning Flight 8am OR Afternoon Flight 1:30pm 

Union Hills Golf Course at Teamsters Camp in Pevely 

Spikes, Strikes, & Hoops 
Golf Tournament 
SPONSORSHIPS 
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~ 2018 Spring Sports Schedules ~
~ High School Baseball ~

Fri Mar 16 West County V A 11:00
Mon Mar 19 Farmington 9th JV H 4:00
Tue Mar 20 Arcadia Valley V A 6:00
Thu Mar 22 Saxony V A 4:30
Thu Mar 22 Saxony JV H 4:30
Mon Mar 26 Ste. Genevieve V/JV H 4:30
Tue Mar 27 Windsor V A 4:30
Tue Mar 27 Windsor JV H 4:30
Wed Mar 28 Seckman JV A 4:15
Tue Apr 3 Festus V H 4:30
Tue Apr 3 Festus JV A 4:30
Wed Apr 4 Chaffee V/JV H 4:30
Thu Apr 5 Hancock V/JV A 4:30
Mon Apr 9 Bismark V H 4:30
Mon Apr 9 Perryville JV H 6:00
Tue Apr 10 *Grandview V/JV A 4:30
Sat Apr 14 DH vs. Perryville/Seckman V H 9:00
Tue Apr 17 *Herculaneum JV A 4:30
Tue Apr 17 *Herculaneum V H 4:30
Thu Apr 19 Valle Catholic JV H 4:30
Apr 20 - Apr 21 Fredericktown Tourney V A TBA
Sat Apr 21 Festus Round Robin JV A TBA
Tue Apr 24 *Crystal City V/JV H 4:00
Thu Apr 26 *St. Vincent V/JV H 4:30
Sat Apr 28 Herculaneum 9th JV A TBA
Tue May 1 *St. Pius V/JV H 4:00
Wed May 2 Hillsboro 9th JV H 4:15
May 4 - May 5 Palmyra Tourney V A TBA

Wed May 9 vs. Hillsboro at GCS V/JV A 4:30
May 13-May 20 Districts at Jefferson V H TBA

  * Denotes conference games

~ High School Track and Field ~
Fri Mar 16 Ste. Genevieve Open Meet V A 4:00
Fri Mar 23 JV Festus Meet JV A 3:00
Sat Mar 24 Festus Early Bird V A 8:00
Tue Mar 27 Jefferson Invitational V H 3:15
Tue Apr 3 Perryville Invitational V A 3:00
Sat Apr 7 Herky-Mineral Area Relays V/JV A 10:00
Tue Apr 10 Tigertown Invitational-Festus V A 3:00
Wed Apr 11 St. Vincent Javelin Meet V A 3:00
Fri Apr 13 Simpson Relays-Farmington V A 2:30
Mon Apr 16 Kelly Open (boys only) V A 3:00
Tue Apr 17 Grandview Invitational V A 3:00
Fri Apr 20 Potosi Invitational V A 3:00
Apr 20-Apr 21 Kansas Relays (Invitation Only) V A TBA
Apr 25-Apr 26 JCAA Conf. Meet (Hillsboro) V/JV A TBA

Sat May 5 Districts - Cape Central V A TBA
Sat May 12 Sectional - Hillsboro V A TBA
May 18-May 19 State-Jefferson City V A TBA

~ Middle School Track and Field ~
Thu Mar 22 Festus Invitational 7/8 A TBA
Mon Mar 26 Jefferson Invitational 7/8 H TBA
Tue Apr 3 Grandview Invitational 7/8 A TBA
Thu Apr 5 DeSoto Invitational 7/8 A TBA
Mon Apr 9 Herculaneum Relays 7/8 A TBA
Thu Apr 12 Windsor Invitational 7/8 A TBA
Tue Apr 17 Perryville Invitational 7/8 A TBA
Tue Apr 24 Hillsboro Invitational 7/8 A TBA
Thu Apr 26 Ste. Genevieve Invitational 7/8 A TBA
Mon Apr 30 JCAA Conference Meet 7/8 A TBA

  

Follow Jefferson R-VII Athletics: 
                     www.jeffersonbluejays.com

  High School Athletics
  Twitter at: @R7Activities
  Text “Follow@R7Activites” to 40404
  Middle School Athletics
  Twitter at: @DanbySports
  Text “Follow@DanbySports” to 40404

  Jefferson Blue Jays
  Like us on Facebook to receive athletic updates.

~ Baseball/Track Schedule Notes ~
Saturday 4/14 Round Robin will be played at Jefferson, 

with Perryville, Seckman

~ Blue Jays at GCS Stadium-Home of the Grizzlies ~
Jefferson JV/V will play Hillsboro at GCS Stadium on

Wednesday, May 9th, 4:30 PM
Ticket information will be announced later.

~ Track Info ~
Districts at Cape Central High School

Sectionals at Hillsboro High School

~ 2018 Summer Sports Camps ~ 
The 2018 summer camp season is quickly approaching! Here is an early
look at the summer camp dates in the Jefferson R-VII School District.

For camp forms and more specific information 
visit our athletic website at www.jeffersonbluejays.com.

~ Girls Basketball ~
May 22-25 for 9th-12th grade

May 29 - June 1 for 4th-8th grade

~ Softball ~
July 9-12 for K-8th grade

~ Baseball ~
June 18-21 for K-8th grade

~ Volleyball ~
June 25-28 for 3rd-12th grade
July 23-25 for 7th-12th grade

~ Football ~
July 9-12, 16-19, 23-26 for high school
July 16-19 and 23-26 for 7th/8th grade

~ Boys Basketball ~ 
TBA

~ Cross Country ~
June 4-8 for 7th-12th grade



 Cyndi Willenbrock, author of 
Marshall the Miracle Dog, visited our 
school on February 20, 2018.  This was 
Cyndi and Marshall’s second visit to 
Plattin Primary. Her story was inspired 
by Marshall’s own true story and how 
his spirit and resiliency affect those 
around him.   
 Cyndi started The Marshall Move-
ment in order to give voice to the im-
portance of teaching children anti-bul-
lying and anti-animal cruelty amongst 
numerous other social issues facing our 
children today. Giving back has always 
been essential in Cyndi’s own life, and 
she has passed that value on to Mar-
shall. Thus, having him trained as a 
Certified Therapy Dog in order to visit 
classrooms and children’s hospitals and 

carry his life-changing message of not giving up five minutes before the miracle! 
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Transportation Department Receives 100% 

Show Courage - Be Kind
Plattin Primary Welcomes Marshall!

Plattin Primary Family FUNdraiser  
 

March 23, 2017 
 

 
Doors Open at 5:30-Event Starts at 6:00-8:00 

Telegraph Intermediate 
$10 Single/$30 Family all games included 

A total of 10 Games will be played 
 
B6! I23! G49! Mark your calendars for a night of family fun that raises money to support 
our children and staff throughout the year! The night will be filled with Bingo games, a 
yummy cake walk, Plinko, and basket prizes. Snacks and refreshments will be available for 
purchase.  A special thanks to our parents, teachers and staff, without you this event is 
not possible! 
 
Not able to join us, you can still help: 

 
1. We will collect outside donations from our families, and community for the 

raffle/door prizes. 
 

2.  Our cake walk is not possible without the donations of cakes, cookies, cupcakes, 
brownies, etc. Please consider donating a sweet treat! 

 
3. NEW!!!!! Donation of Gift Cards to be used as prizes for the Plinko game this 

year. 
 
National Honor Society will be available throughout the night to assist children in playing 
BINGO, we encourage whole family participation! Donations can be brought into the office 
at Plattin. (Don’t forget to put your name/company on the donation.)  

 
Please reserve my spot now: 
 
Name: ______________________________________________________________ 
# of Players:__________________________________________________________ 
Payment of:___________________________________________________________ 

Author Cyndi Willenbrock and Marshall

 The Jefferson R-VII Transportation Department had its yearly inspection by the 
Missouri State Highway Patrol on February 6, 2018.  We received 100% this year!
 What does it mean to get 100 percent on state inspection? It means working to-
gether to make sure everything is working right. It is a time to use experience where 
it counts. It is a time when we are not just doing your job, but doing your best job and 
paying great attention to detail. In the end it pays off. 
 In the Missouri inspection program, school buses found to have no defective 
items are rated "approved.” Buses with one or more defective items that do not con-
stitute an immediate danger are rated "defective.” Buses with any defects that consti-
tute an immediate danger are rated "out-of-service." 
 Our buses had no defective items. This year we will receive the State Highway 
Patrol’s Total Fleet Excellence Award and our 
buses will again proudly display the Total Fleet 
Excellence sticker in the lower corner of the first 
window on the passenger entry side of the bus. 
 “We do not take this award for granted we 
work hard for the honor and wear it with pride,“ 
stated Jim Almany, head of the Transportation 
Department.  

 On February 3, 2018, nineteen students from Jefferson High School 
jumped into the freezing waters of Lake Saint Louis to raise money and aware-
ness for Missouri Special Olympics.
 This year Student Council set a fundraising goal of $4,000 and far sur-
passed their goal by raising a total of $5,500. This was a big year for our plunge 
team as we set a record for the number of plungers as well as the amount of 
money raised.   
 Our plunge team is looking forward to volunteering at the Missouri Spe-
cial Olympics Track & Field Event in April. 

R-VII Students Plunge for Special Olympics

May 21 — June 12 

8:00 a.m. — Noon 

Grades K — 6th 

 It’s time to start planning for summer school!  
Any R-VII student is welcome to attend summer 
school.  The elementary program will be available 
for students entering grades Kindergarten through 
6th grade for the 2018-2019 school year.  The pro-
gram will be taught by R-VII teachers and will pro-
vide instruction to all students in the core areas of 
reading, writing, and math.  In addition, students will 
receive weekly classes in physical education and 
Lego Robotics.  This year’s program will be offered 
from May 21—June 12.  There will be no school on 
May 25—May28. It will be a half-day program run-
ning from 8:00 a.m. until noon.  The Jefferson R-VII 
School District WILL provide transportation, but 
food service will NOT be provided for breakfast or 
lunch.  This summer school program will operate 
from the Telegraph Intermediate Building.   The pro-
gram is FREE.  Before and after-school childcare 
will be available (tuition costs do apply) through our 
Kids Korner program—please contact Coach Wilson 
for more details.   
 Enrollment is NOW OPEN!!  Return the                   
registration paperwork to school by April 13, 2018 so 
that we can plan accordingly for our classrooms.   

Jefferson R –VII Summer School 

opens its doors to ALL! 

Summer School 
2018 

F.A.Q.’s  
 

Dates?  May 21 - June 12 
 
Times?  8:00 a.m. - noon 
 
Where?  Telegraph Inter-
mediate  
 
Who can attend? Any R-VII 
student that is entering 
grades K - 6th in August 
 
Will buses run? Yes 
 
What about food? No, we 
will not be serving break-
fast or lunch.  Students 
may bring a snack from 
home.  
 

Blood Drive Date
Mark your calendar for the next blood drive

to be held at Jefferson High School.

March 23, 2018
7:45 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.



District Announces Free and Reduced Price Policy

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
                Kelly Becherer – President                      Jimmy Jackson – Vice President

  BOARD MEMBERS
Jon Eisenbeis • Stephen Floyd • Tracey Perry • Wayne Surratt • David Welker

Peggy Krenzke - Secretary                         Ann Hampton - Treasurer
The Jefferson R-VII Board of Education meetings are the third Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m.  

in the Jefferson High School Library. Visitors are welcome!

Danby-Rush Tower Middle School
1250 Dooling Hollow Road
Cindy Holdinghausen, Principal - 937-9188
Jason Dreyer, Athletic Director
Kim Tessaro, Counselor
Kim Sanders, Nurse

Telegraph Intermediate
1265 Dooling Hollow Road
Tina Basler, Principal - 937-6530
Ross Koenig, Assistant Principal
Jared Marshall, Counselor
Mandy Jo Kelly, Nurse

Plattin Primary
2400 R-7 School Road
Tina Basler, Principal - 937-7170
Dalania Watson, Assistant Principal
Jared Marshall, Counselor
Amy Cattoor, Nurse

Jefferson High School
7 Blue Jay Way
David Haug, Principal - 933-6900
Jason Dreyer, Athletic Director
Debbie Runzi, Counselor
Tammy Stewart, Nurse

Jefferson R-VII School District
1250 Dooling Hollow Road • Festus, MO  63028 • Administrative Offices (636) 937-7940

Mr. Clint D. Johnston, Superintendent 
Karen Kappel, Special Ed Coordinator
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Bonkers for Birds

 Fourth grade students participated in the Bonkers for Birds research and draw-
ing competition held by the US Army Corps of Engineers at the National Great Riv-
ers Museum in Alton, Illinois. 
 Each fourth grade class had a native Missouri bird to research and illustrate. 
One winner was chosen from each homeroom class. Each winner’s drawing has been 
published in a bird field guide book. Each winner also received a poster of his/her 
drawing. Congratulations to the winners for 2018! Pictured left to right: Sophia Da-
vis (Yellow-rumped Warbler), Wilder Crump (White-breasted Nuthatch), Matthew 
Wood (Turkey Vulture), and Grant Neels (Common Golden Eye).

WiFi Hotspot Program
 In November, 2017, the Board of Education 
approved the District WiFi Hotspot Program.  
This program will allow families of students in 
grades 6 - 12 who do not have high-speed In-
ternet available at home to receive an unlimited 
Sprint WiFi hotspot for education purposes. 
 The cost of the hotspot is based upon the 
families Free and Reduced Meal Program eligi-
bility.  
 The hotspot costs will be as follows:
  ~ Free meal eligible families: $5 per month
  ~ Reduced meal eligible families: $20 per month
  ~ All other families: $40 per month
 Please see the program details located at http://www.jr7.k12.mo.us/cms/One.
aspx?portalId=2964165&pageId=34082645.
 Please contact the Technology Department at r7technology@jr7.k12.mo.us or 
call 636-933-6973 or 636-933-6972 for more information.

 A common assumption among educators is students who have strong 
attendance fare better academically overall. Last year, we pulled data at the 
high school to do a breakdown of this concept. Our staff was fascinated by the 
outcome and the significant disparity in the GPA and attendance. 
 We recently pulled the data to make a comparison. Again, we are fascinated 
by the data and similarities in two consecutive years. 
 Here are some notes:
 ~ For both the 2016-17 and 2017-18 school year, 73% of the students   
     at Jefferson High School have an attendance of 95% or more. That is an  
     outstanding statistic!
 ~ There is a considerable drop in performance at the 93% threshold  
     consistently over the past two years.

Jefferson High School Data
Comparison of Attendance and GPA

More comments and information could be added, but I believe the data speaks 
for itself.

2016-17 # of Students GPA
Less than 92.99% 36 2.14
93% to 94.99% 37 3.00
95% or more 196 3.10
**minus early grads

2017-18 # of Students GPA
Less than 92.99% 39 2.00
93% to 94.99% 33 2.81
95% or more 197 3.22
**minus early grads

Danby-Rush Tower Middle School has reviewed our information and has start-
ed their data analysis this year. The trend with their breakdown is similar that 
better attendance leads to stronger performance. 

2017-18 # of Students GPA
Less than 92.99% 7 2.63
93% to 94.99% 24 2.93
95% or more 192 3.30
**minus early grads


